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The Covid-19 pandemic has accelerated the 
change of international dynamics and the world 
has entered a period of turbulent transformation. 
The international community is experiencing 
crucial multilateral and unilateral tests of openness 
and closure. Various unstable and uncertain factors 
have increased significantly, which will have a far-
reaching impact on international cooperation.

First of all, the global multilateral governance 
system faces a severe impact. In 2020, China took 
the lead in controlling the pandemic, resuming 
production, and achieving economic growth from 
negative to positive. Also, its contribution to the 
world economy has risen from 16.3% in 2019 to 
around 17% in 2020. Furthermore, the Chinese 
GDP could eventually overtake the US economy. 
Chinese GDP grew by 2.3% by reaching US$14.7 
trillion, while the GDP of the United States fell 
to US$20.9 trillion (Chen & Wang, 2021). Also, 
the question of how to achieve a balanced and 
stable power framework in the interactions 
between the major international forces faces some 
challenges. Moreover, uncertainty and instability 
in the transformation of the international system 
have increased, and the simultaneous growth 
of competition and cooperation among major 
countries has become the new normal.

Additionally, globalization is facing challenges. 
For example, the Covid-19 pandemic has exposed 
the fragility of global governance and reflected the 
unequal status of various nation-states in the global 
governance system. China itself has become a vital 
participant in the world economy. In 2020, Sino-US 
relations entered a period of fierce strategic games. 
In addition, strategic competition and friction 
between major powers continue to escalate, and 
the US has significantly strengthened its export 

controls and sanctions on the grounds of “security 
threats.” Also, the range of sanctions against China 
has expanded from technology companies to 
multiple areas of economic productivity. In the 
same way, the reach of sanctions extended by no 
longer focusing on companies but also on scientific 
research, universities, and international students. 
Under the impact of the pandemic, the transfer of 
international power (including global leadership, 
economic power, international public opinion, 
etc.) has accelerated, and decision-makers have 
strengthened their awareness of their countries’ 
external securities threats, thus planning for 
strategic competition (Xie & Xing, 2021).

Finally, China brings trust to the global tensions 
by taking the lead in controlling Covid-19 cases 
and by contributing to the world’s fight against 
the pandemic. In July 2021, China reached 
5 billion doses in annual COVID-19 vaccine 
capacity. While effectively ensuring the domestic 
vaccination demand, it has supplied 570 million 
doses abroad. Currently, China has provided more 
than 800 million doses of vaccines to more than 
100 countries and international organizations 
through various ways (Zhang, 2021).
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What is a pandemic? 
A pandemic is a perfect example of an event you cannot 

fully understand until you see it with your own eyes. 
The pandemic has had profound consequences on the 
life of almost every individual on the planet. Changes 
are always challenging. However, they can usher in new 
opportunities. But how does a pandemic affect politics, 
and conversely, what is the role of politics in defeating 
a pandemic?

First of all, COVID was the most relevant factor 
that led to Mr. Trump’s defeat in 2020. There is now a 
meaningful chance for a large coalition, one that can 
span a rather diverse part of the political spectrum – 
from liberals to socialists – to show how they can lead the 
country again. Moreover, this pandemic has highlighted 
various weaknesses in our society: healthcare, job 
security and work conditions, childcare or lack thereof, 
environmental protection and education. Despite that, 
many conservatives, instead of cooperating for a better 
outcome or even engaging in constructive criticism, 
are focused on taking power back and support Mr. 
Trump’s claim about an “embezzled election”, all while 
threatening voter rights, especially for minorities.

The pandemic has deepened a fracture which was 
already present in the US society and that has grown 
seemingly beyond the will to find the desire to do 
better. It regularly looks like it will be impossible to find 
common ground across the aisle. The American society 
has always been divided – urban vs. rural, educated vs. 
uneducated (and we can see the effect on the vaccination 
rate), high income vs. low-income families, to list a few 
examples. But now more than ever, politics should find 
a way to heal these divisions and bring people together.
At the beginning of the year, there was great optimism 

because the solution to defeating COVID was made 

available to almost everybody (in the United States). 
However, that optimism soon disappeared because a 
significant part of the population wouldn’t take the 
vaccine offering feeble excuses for their lack of civic 
attitude and common sense. And here we are now, amid 
the surge of yet another dangerous variant. Politics 
are contributing; either employing a more aggressive 
approach (for instance, the vaccination mandate for all 
indoor activities in New York City) or favoring smaller 
measures, but it is now clear that politics alone can’t 
solve the equation.

Therefore, the private sector has decided to step up 
and is now playing a crucial role, which might well be 
the silver bullet. More and more employers, anxious 
to close this chapter of uncertainty and to find a new 
balance, are mandating vaccinations and educating 
employees and customers, starting with the travel and 
hospitality industry, along with healthcare, education, 
and entertainment. It wouldn’t be the first time the 
private sector is leading the way; it has happened before; 
for instance, during the fight for LGBTQ+ rights. 
Another example and crucial challenge of our times is 

climate change: companies are educating customers in 
demanding more sustainable products and processes, 
from adopting raw materials to recycling. Customers 
also value other ethical aspects: inclusivity, non-
discriminatory practices, higher wages, and better 
care for pregnant people or sick employees. In times of 
uncertainty and deep political polarization, the private 
sector can have a fundamental role and fill some of the 
gaps left behind by politics, even if it is just for self-
preservation reasons.

During this pandemic, we are learning a new way of 
working through the use of digital tools. The indicated 
has carried out positive consequences such as a smaller 
carbon footprint, more flexibility and lower commuting 
times, less business travel, and more time to spend with 
families. This is where politics should step up: we will 
need more investments in digital infrastructures and 
education, which will help bring people together.

The US economy is ready to restart, but it should take 
place by keeping in mind the following three pillars: 
helping those left behind, for instance extending 
unemployment benefits; investing in renewable energy, 
since there is no point in rebuilding if the planet becomes 
inhabitable in a few decades; improving physical and 
digital infrastructures because connecting people is 
fundamental to ensure a more open, tolerant, inclusive, 
and fair society.

The path just started, and it will require patience 
and time, but it will also need people’s opinions and 
criticism. Achieving this means the need for politics 
to enhance the democratic process and fight efforts to 
undermine people’s participation.
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